Sea palm-—a palm-like brown alga of the Pacific coast. A shallow- 
water plant found in areas of greatest wave shock, the sea palm has 
a short tube-like stalk with long rubbery fronds at the end. 

Sea spider—a small marine arthropod belonging to the class 
Pycnogonida. As its common name suggests, the sea spider has a 
very small body and extremely long, slender legs. The sea spider 
lives by sucking fluids from such plant-like animals as the sea 
anemones. 

Sea urchin—member of the echinoderm class Echinoidea. It 
possesses sucker-like tube feet and a spiny, thin shell, either 
spherical or flattened like the sand dollar, a familiar type of sea 
urchin. 

Sextant—a navigational instrument used on a ship to measure the 
altitudes of the sun, moon and stars. 

Sheave—a wood or metal grooved wheel in a pulley block over 
which a line passes. 

Sheet—a line attached to the lower corner of a sail and used to 
adjust it. 

Ship-rigged—describing a sailing ship with at least three masts, 
all carrying square sails. 

Shipwright-—a carpenter who builds and repairs ships. 
Shroud -— one of the lines extending from the mastheads to the ship’s 
sides in order to laterally support the masts. 

Skys’l-yarder—a sailing ship with skysail yards. A skysail is a small 
square sail set above a royal sail (see Doubling). 

Spanker—a fore-and-aft sail set on the aftermast on a square- 
rigged ship or a bark (see Bark). 

Spar—a long, rounded, wood or metal support for the rigging of a 
sailing ship. 

Square-rigged — (see Bark). 

Square sail—a rectangular sail which hangs across the length of a 
ship and is supported by yards carried athwart a mast. Most sails 


today are fore-and-aft sails which are parallel to the length of the ship. 
Standing rigging—the fixed supporting ropes and lines aboard a 
sailing vessel which are not usually moved. The running rigging 
consists of all the movable ropes and lines that are pulled or hauled 
to control the sails, booms, etc. (see Reefing). 

Stem —the foremost, vertical, metal or woced post of the bow. 
Stipe —the stem or stalk of certain algae such as kelp. 
Strobe — referring to an intense light produced in brief flashes from 
a gas-filled ‘‘flashtube.” The light is produced when an electric 
current excites the gas (often a heavy, inert gas called xenon). 
Tack—line holding down one of the lower corners of the lowest 
square sail on a square-rigged mast. 

Taxa—groups or names of taxonomic categories (taxonomy is the 
scientific classification, nomenclature, and description of plants and 
animals). 

Teredo—genus of shipworms of the bivalve (two-shelled) family 
Teredinidae. These mollusks have modified shells that can cut into 
wood. They attach themselves by a sucker-like foot to the wood and 
then eat it (they are able to digest cellulose). Teredos are a constant 
menace to wooden pilings and boats, causing millions of dollars in 
damage each year. 

Topmast—(see Doubling). 

Trepang—(or béche-de-mer) certain species of large sea cucum- 
bers that, boiled and dried, are used to make soup, especially in the 
Orient. A sea cucumber is a member of the echinoderm class Holo- 
thurioidea. It can be distinguished from the other echinoderms by its 
long, soft body. 

Tunicate —a primitive marine member of a subphylum of the Chor- 
data (vertebrates). Adult tunicates are generally characterized by 
hard outer coverings, or tunics, and very large pharynxes. They 
include the sea squirts. 

Yard—long spar carried athwart a mast to supporta sail. 
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